Some information on The Lions Club of Pambula-Merimbula Lions Inc
· Pambula-Merimbula is part of Lions Clubs International which was established in 1917, and is the world's largest service club organization, with over 1.4 million members in over 46,000 clubs worldwide.

· It is a 100% volunteer service club. All funds raised in Australia are spent in Australia.
 
· Pambula- Mermibula Lions club was charted on 17 August 1965 – year making this Lion’s year (June – July) our 60th.
(Note: Tathra Lions was charted on 3/01/1974 and the oldest operating Lions Club in the Shire, Bega Lions, was chartered on 28/11/1960)
· Impressively, Pambula- Merimbula Lions has a member who has been part of the Club since 1965 – Bob Beasley. Bob has made an ongoing and significant contribution to our club and community for over 60 years and has served twice as president.

· While female partners of Lions members have been significant supporter of the fundraising efforts and activities of Lions (referred to as Lady Lions), it was not until 1987 when the constitution of Lions Clubs International was amended that women were allowed to become members. 

· The Pambula-Merimbula Lions accepted its first female member in 1997 (which did cause some male members to resign – the cost of change) 

· In 2005, the club elected its first female president Bev Gugger. Five female presidents have been elected, serving 1 or 2 years since and at this 60th year celebration the 6th female president (Tracy Fleming) is installed.

· The Club is actively involved in activities that support a better living environment and the health of individuals in our community.

· The first fundraiser that the Club was involved in was the sale of tickets to Ashton’s Circus, and an elephant race through the town of Pambula. Proceeds amounted to eight pounds and nine pence.

· The first BBQ was conducted during the Pambula Mardi Gras and the first raffle was a Christmas Hamper.

· The first youth project was the transport of “Little Nippers” to and from swimming lessons.

· The first community project was the cleaning up of the Boller Park lookout area at Merimbula.

· 1967 – saw the Club launch an appeal to assist victims of the Tasmanian bushfires arranging for donations to be left at venues in Pambula and Eden. It held an Art Union Lottery with agreement that children’s play equipment be purchased and erected at Lions Park. Lions Park has been an ongoing project for the club providing immense enjoyment for locals and visitors alike.

· 1968 the District Nursing Service became a Club Project with much funding allocated. Other community projects like work at Lions Park and Carol by Candlelight featured – which we continue to this day!

· Pambula-Merimbula Lions since the 60s has been quietly making an impact. It has given 1000s of volunteer hours, undertaken multiple community projects, aided those in need, worked in collaboration with other service groups and undertaken many innovative fundraisers for good causes.

· The Clubs major community project in the pipeline is: fundraising and construction of a Multi-generational Inclusive Recreation Area (MIRA) in Tura Beach

· Currently the Club is fundraising and planning to host a Regional Youth Event in August 2026 – Geekfest Far South Coast. The primary aim is to connect with and to support activities to improve the resilience, mental health and future lives of young people in our community (in a fun way).

-----------------------------------------------------------------
LIST OF SOME KEY ACTIVITIES AND ASSISTANCE PROVIDED OVER 60 YEARS
· Fat Stock Project – calves bought or donated, fattened and sold
· School Libraries - books
· Christmas Hampers
· Social events – ladies’ nights and ladies and children picnics
· Assistance to purchase a vehicle for the District Nurse based at Pambula Hospital.
· Wood for Pensioners 
· Tree Bank – seedlings prepared for use or sale
· $6000 towards construction of child’s ward at Pambula Hospital
· Sponsorship committee for entrant in Miss Australia Appeal for Spastic Children (1970/71)
· Lions Club roadside welcome signs were erected at entry points to Pambula and Merimbula with space for other clubs to use if they wished.
· Sheepit – collection and sale of sheep manure – still going today!
· Collection of goods for Smith Family appeal.
· Meals on wheels in the District (1972/73) – Lions providing equipment and Lions Ladies delivering meals.
· Picnic tables, seats and BBQ were installed by the club at Ford Oval.
· Lions Club and several other local clubs banded together to fund a kidney dialysis machine for the hospital.
· Christmas parcels for pensioners and installation of an adventure playground.
· Theatre Restaurant with five shows
· Fortnightly holiday for two blind and two deaf children including airfares.
· Bottling and sale of wine
· Funds to Pambula Hospital from chocolate wheel at annual fete.
· BBQs added to Lions Amaroo Park
· Fariway golf tournament first run in n1975 and continues to this day
· Painting CWA rooms at Pambula
· Heart monitor and defibrillator for the Pambula Hospital
· $18,000 for the purchase of a community bus (1977/78)
· $14,000 for a new bus with a hydraulic wheelchair lift for residents at Bimbimbie retirement village.
· Soil conservation on dunes and foreshore of Lion Park
· Lions Youth of the Year 
· Salvation Army Red Shield Appeal fundraising
· Resuscitation mannequin purchase to give instructions for both adults and children
· Funding for Imlay Nursing Home
· Hosting Youth Exchange students
· Hosting BBQs for Bimbimbie residents
· Established three gardens in the business centre of Merimbula
· Established steering committee for “Families in Action Against Drug Abuse”
· Assistance with construction of Oncology Unit at Pambula Hospital
· Construction of bus shelters at Tura, Merimbula, Pambula, and Pambula Beach
· Construction of a footbridge at Berrambool Sporting Complex
· Donations to Boy Scouts, SIDS, Royal Volunteer Coastal Parol and Royal Blind Society, Australian Disabled Skiers Association, Bega Hospital, Technical Aid to the Disabled and World Vision.
· Greenhouse at Pambula School
· Outside furnishings for Sapphire Community House
· Pambula Beach Walking Track and Fisherman’s Hut.
· Involvement in the Merimbula Jazz Festival – commenced in 1992/93
· Assistance to blind 9yr old to obtain a text reader called “Robotron” to help her education (1993/94)
· Bar Beach and Middle Beach tracks
· Obstetrical equipment for Pambula Hospital
· Road Education for young children
· Construction of a lakeside walking track
· Lions organised relief funding for Merimbula community members that had their homes damaged by a freak tornado in Easter 1995, raising $24,000 + $19,000 in the subsequent year to assist.
· Construction of a viewing platform at Lions Park Pambula Beach
· BBQ installed at Tura Beach
· Merimbula Triathlon fundraiser
· Jiguam Walking Track, South Pambula Playground construction, Pambula recycling centre
· Construction of Pambula wetlands – Bridge to nowhere (2004)
· Wolumla BBQ shelter
· Black Tie Ball
· Tree planting in Fishpen to stabilise dunes
· Hart walkers for local residents
· ECG machine for Pambula Hospital
· Gazebo and BBQ at Lions Park
· $6,800 specialised chair for local child with cerebral palsy
· Upgrading Bega Valley Respite House in Merimbula
· Assistance (with Rotary) raising funds for the cover and heating of Pambula Pool
· Walking track from Tura to Merimbula
· Travel Raffle 
· Restoration of Pambula Cemetery
· Assist Rotary with RYDA program – a young driver awareness program over many years
· Inauguration and support of Merimbula Men’s Shed
· Sponsorship of participants in Outward Bound course
· Raising and extension of pedestrian bridge at Berrambool Oval
· Funding for local youth projects
· Cancer Council Relay for Life
· Building bus shelter at Lochiel
· Construction of four picnic tables at the Panboola Wetlands
· Fundraising committee for carer’s accommodation at Bega Hospital
· Identikid – program to protect youngsters and assist police if a child went missing.
· Purchase of wheelchair for the Club’s Child of Courage
· Need for Feed – drought assistance for farmers
· Funding and building a community BBQ trailer to assist in disasters and fundraising
· Disaster Recovery assistance post bushfires
· Working with SJA and Rotary – rural shed rebuilds
· School awards sponsorship
· Insulin pump for community member 
· Repair and maintenance of walking tracks and lookouts
· Sponsoring Lions hearing assistance dogs for locals – 3 to date
· Funding and building a community BBQ trailer to assist in disasters and community fundraising
· Fundraising for our Lions Foundation programs – including Childhood Cancer Research
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